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APPEALS FOR GENERAL STRIKE
TO BE CONSIDERED BY A. F. OF L.;
INJUNCTION NOTICE BEING SERVED

Hundreds of Locals
Demand Support
for Rail Unions. .

U. S. PREPARED
TO GO FURTHER

Gompers Raps Restraint.
Lacks Power to Call
Nationwide Walkout.

Br the Associated Press. ]

Though the American Federation
¢ Labor has no power to call strikes,
sccording to its president, Samuel
siompers, Its executive council next
Faturday will be asked to review
appeals and demands from “hundreds
of local unions” for the institution of
# general strike to support the right
i railroad unions new on strike.

“Thesa appeals have come to me
from all over the country, from those
avho imagine that I have power, or
that the federation has power, 1o
vall a general strike,” Mr. Gompers
#aild. “They have been in the form
of resolutions passed by trades coun-,
«ils. or by local unions, or editorials
jn lahor periodicals. The executive
couneil will be asked to consider
them, though it connot take action to
vill a strike.”

Preceded Injunction.

The rtesolutions and demands, Mr.
<iompers declared, indicated a state of
mind in labor circles mgqre inflamed
than ever hefore, and he considered
them important to that extent. It was
#ald that most of them came to federa-
1ion headquarters before the federal
court restraining order was issued
sesterday in Chicago.

While awaiting evidence of the ef-
fect on the nation’s crippled transpbr-
tation facilities of the federal court
injunction issued in Chicago yester-
day against striking railway shopmen,
tne federal government, administration
#pokesmen declared, was prepared to-
day to take any further steps and
exercise any of its powers necessary
1o bring about a restoration of normal
'mditians. Just what directions such
urther action of the government, -if
found necessary, might take had not
been revealed, but it was declared the
restraining order did not represent
the limit to which the government
was prepared to go.

Meantime, labor leaders here, view-
ing the injunction as an “outrageous”
fnvaston of the strikers: rights, had
declared their intention of ignoring
1he order sc far as it might be con-
strued as interfering with what they
conceived to be legitimate efforts of

the striking organizations and their
W. H.

friends to win the strike.
Johnston, representing, as president
of the International Association of

Machinists, one of the largest groups
of the rail strikers, declared the in-
junction would not cause the slight-
v&t abatement of efforts to win the
strike, while Mr. Gompers agserted
it was the federation's view that in-
junctiong, which “invaded constitu-
tional rights"” should be trfated as
“scraps of paper.”

The government's injunction suit
wis still the dominant subject of in-
formal discussion among officials and
mmembers of the Senate and House to-
duy, to a great majority of whom the
action came ns a complete surprise.
discussion at a recent cabinet
erting is said to have developed a
decided divergence of opinion as to
its advisability, with the Presideng It
f= understood in some quarters, at
first taking a4 position with those op-
posed to it, for a time at least, but
later changing  his opinion with sub-
sequent developments in the situa-
tinn, including thevapparent break-
down of strike settlement efforts and
increased instances of violence.

“Seraps of Paper.”

legardless of the injunction is-
suing at Chicago yesterday, the
American Federation of Labor will
continue to raise funds and supplies
in aid of railroad strikers, Mr. Gompers
declared last night, and will seek every
way to belp them to bring about “an
Tonorable adjustment” of their contro-
Versy,

Mr, Gompers declared the injunction
was “outrageous'” and “an invasion
«f the constitutional rights of work-
ingmen’ and should be so regarded.
The federation's view, he added, was,
expressed on previous cecasions,
that injunections invading constitu-
tinnal rights should be treated *as
seraps of paper.”

Posaible “Hornets’ Nest.”
Condemning the injunction, Mr.
Gompers declared it represented

“usurpation of powér by courts,” and
asserted the federation would con-
tinue supporting the strike with
meoney and aid. -

The injunction, he said, “might be
stirring up & hornets’ nest"” instead
of pacifying the existing unsettle-
ment, “becaute there are other rail-
road workers, the trainmen, the teleg-
raphers, the maintenance of way men,
who may now become interested.

“T don't know what they will do,
however,” he remarked, “I'm just
mentloning them."”

“Why don’'t they stop the radio, and
torhid them using the ether?' he re-
plied. “The American Federation of
J.abor has advised men in previous in-
junction cases to treat as scraps of
paper thoseé court orders which invade
their constitutional rights."” -

He was asked here if he consaldered
this injunction to invade constitu-
tional rights.

“I don't/consider it dogs—I know it
does,” he exclaimed, emphatically.
“@tnt ¥ am not advising these men
what to do. I assume they know.
They will use their own judgment.”

President Harding, he suggested, in
Jabor matters, “was getting back to
siormaley; several centurlies back.”

Congress Refused Appenls.

“The President has twice sought
from Congress legislation forbidding
#trikes,” he said, “and Congress has
yefused to grant it. How is it pre-
pared to go further by court order
1han can be done by legislation? JIf
there is anything unlawful in the ac-
t1ion of men on strike, they can be
indicted, prosecuted( and punished, if
convieted. But they are not charged
with crime. They stopped work; that
jg all. They are not interfering with
rallroad operations, they have simply
ceased to serve, The only thing the
injunction doesn't deo is to order them
to return to work.

Injunction “Outragecns Thing.”

*“This injunction is a mos{ outrageous

1hing—a process of the manufacture of
sadicalism and bolshevism in coun-
1ry,"” Mr. Gompers continued. “It is

quite -strange, in our republie, founded
on the principles of liberty, that the
lemul party which was led by Lin-

(Continued on Page 2, Column §.)

[D. C. POLICE READY
TO PROTECT RAILS
HERE, SAYS OYSTER

“The police are on the job" was
the statement of Commissioner
Oyster today when askeéd if the lo-
cal authorities had taken any steps
to protect rallroad property as the
result of the injunction obtained
by the federal government at Chi-
cago yesterday.

It is understood thai up to the *
present time no requests have beeh

made to the District government to
guard rallroad property, but the
Commissioner made it clear that
the department would co-operate
in any way that may Dbecome nec-
essary.

Since the strike began in the lo-
cal railroad shops the terminal
company has employed special po-
licemen to patrol the yards,

INJUNCTION DEFIED
' BY D.C. STRIKERS

Shopmen at Washington Ter-
minal Continue Picketing
) Despite Mandate.

AWAIT SERVICE OF ORDER

Secretary of Union Declares Men
Will Not Be Called Off Until
Officially Notified.

Despite the drastic temporary fed-
eral order restraining striking rail-
road shopmen, their officers and affiliat-

ed bodies throughout the country
from interfering with the operation
of the railroads, the Washington |

Terminal strikers today failed to ob-
serve the mandate. Their leaders also
served notice that the injunction
would not be obeyed until a United
States marshal or other official gov-
ernment agent served them with the
injunction and interpreted its signifi-
cancé for the strikers. .
Charles Bridwell, secretary of the
Washington Terminal Federation, No.
106, with which the strikers are affili-

ated, frankly admitted today that
he did not know the meaning of an
injunction and had never seen one,
and, therefore, he was not in a posi-
tion to give instructions to the strik-
ing shopmen to obey it.

Ignorant of Meaning.

“T don't know whether an injunc-
tion is a newspaper or the part of a
locomotive,” he declared.

Picketing, strictly prohihited by the
injunction, was not slackened by the
strikers today. Pickets were sta-
tioned at their regular posts around
the T'nion station, and near the work-
shops of the terminal, and strike
leaders said they would remain on

duty until an official copy of the in-
junction is served on them.

Not Believed Applicable.

Mr. Bridwell also pointed out that
if the injunction is officially served
on the local strikera it could hardly
be made applicable to them, due to the
fact that Supt. Tonge of the Wash-
ington Terminal has declared that the
mqn who Ieft their posts July 1, at
the beginning of the strike, were no
longer considered employes.

“In the eyes of Supt. Tonge,” said
Mr.Bridwell, “we are not referred
to as strikers. He has sald the men
quit their jobs. In the event his in-
terpretation is correct the injunction
can hardly affect our men.”

8pecial guards on duly at the Union
Station who are familiar with all of
the pickets on duty there claim that
the work of these men can be more
correctly described as scouting. One
guard pointed out that all of the
pickets are orderly and seldom make
remarks to the strikebreakers as they
pass into and out of the station.

Activity of Pickets.

The work of the pickets at the
station, according to the guard, con-
sists principally of keeping tab on
the arrival and departure of the
trains. A few of the pickets, he said,
also watch the strikebreakers in or-
der to ascertain if any union men are
among them.

As a precautionary measure a num-
ber of additional guards have been
employed by the terminal. Four of
them have been assigned to duty in
the tunnel, while the others have been
distributed near the various shops
and roundhouses.

* NON-UNION MAN EILLED.

Worker in Memphis Shot on Way
to Work in Auto.

By the Associated Press,

MEMPHIS, Tenn., September 2.—
Charles Lanier, a non-union railroad
shop worker, was shot and killed to-
day when the automobile in which he
was en route from his home In a
suburb to the shops where he was
employed was fired on.

Another man who was in the auto-
mobile with Lanier was not injured.

AIR HOSE IS CUT.

Attempt to Move Freight Cars Dis-

closes Tampering in Lynn.

By the Associated Press,

LYNN, Mass., September 2.—When
an attempt was made to move ten
cars in the Boston and Maine freight
yards here  today it was found that
the air hose on each car had been cut
and that spikes had been put in the
hose journals.

QUAKE WRECKS TOWN.

Loss of Life Feared at Taiboku,

Northern Formsesa.
TOKIO, September 2.—A gevere
earthquake wrecked Talboku, north-
ern Formosa, early this morning, ac-

cording to advices received here. -
siderable damage is reported nndcl?):s

U. S. Acts Swiftly
After Obtaining

Injunction.

ATTACKS GO ON
IN SPITE OF BAN

Derailing of Trains and
Bomb Plots Reported,
But Let-Up Seen.

By the Associnted Press,

CHICAGO, September 2,—The gov-
ernment acted swiftly upon the heels
'of its injunction action yesterday, in
whiech Attorney General Daugherty
obtained a temporary injunction
to prevent unlawful acts in connection
with the railroad strike.

Notice of the temporary enjoining
order and the pending hearing Sep-
tember 11 on a permanent order, was
served last night on John Scott, sec-
retary-treasurer of the railway em-
ployes department of the American
Federation of Labor.

B. M. Jewell, head of the railway
viduals, officers and aides of leaders
edged leader of the strike, cou!d not
be found by deputy United States
marshals and tRe belief prevailed to-
day in the Federal building that Mr.
Jewell was seeking to evade service.
Five hundred notices of the tem-
porary order and impending hearing
were printed last night. These are
to bg served on more than 250 indi-
vidudls, officers and aids of leaders
of the six shopmen's unions. whose
300.000 menmbers went on strike July
1, the railway employes department

and 120 system federations through-
out the country.

Deputies Ready to Act.

Some 5,500 deputy United States
marshals throughout the country are
ready to Teceive the notices on serv-
ice. Fifty additional deputy mar-
shals were sworn in at Chicago to
atd in making service,

U'nion headquarters were open at
the usual hour today and ali-r.l\rih'
was apparent. B. M. Jewell, it was
said at his office, was out this morn-
ing. One report that he had gone
to Cleveland and was expected to
meel traln service brotherhood lead-
ners could not be connirmed There
was a belief in the federal build-
that Jewell still was in Chicago.

Entire Foree Active.

Blackburn Easterlin, assistant to
the Attorney General of the United
States, remained in Chiecago today,
conferring with local federal officials
in connection with enforcement of
the order.

While United States Marshal Levy's
office was chiarged with the sub-
poenaing of union chieftains named

in the government's suit, the entire
Department of Justice was in active
operation,

§ A. F. of L. to Meet.
The life of the temporary injunc-

tion extends to September 11, when
Judge Wilkerson will hear a motion
for a permanent order.

Meanwhile the executive council of
the American Federation of LaBor
prepared to meet September 9. Sam-
uel Gompers, president of the fed-
eration, who condemned the injunc-
tion as “outrageous,” said in Wash-
ington that communications from
labor organizations requiring the
federation to sponsor a general
strike in sympathy with the shopmen
would be placed before the council
then “purely as a matter of routine
business.” .

Officials of the federation explained
that it was not within the authority
of the council to order. or even au-
thorize a general strike. Such action,
they said, would require a “national
convention.”

Strike Lenders Pledgze Ald.

At the same time officials of the
shop crafts asserted that the order
would have no effect on continuance

f the strike. In a statement issued

¥ the executive council of the rail-
way employes' department of the
American Federation of Labor strike
leaders pledged to aid by their “every
power"” enforcement of the injunction
against "lawlessness and violence” in
connection with the strike.

From the White House came the
declaration that the federal govern-
ment will not stop with the restrain-
ing order if it finds “that other steps
are necessary.”

In their statement the council as-
sumed “that the right of railway em-
ployes is acknowledged to continue a
lawful strike in a lawful manner until
a satisfactory settlement is made.”

“Until at least advised that the Con-
stitution of the United States and the
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ANTHRACITE PEACE
WAITS ON PARLEY

Operators Meet for Decision
on Reopening of Mines
in Pennsylvania?

MR. DAVIS ON HAND

Result of “Public Mandate,” An-
nounced at Meeting, to De-
termine Action.

o

PHILADELPHIA, September 2.
Members of the policies committee of
she anthracite coal operators met
iere today to take final action on the

swroposal of United States Senators

stf#pension In the hard coal industry.
The sub-scale committee of the
United Mine Workers waited at their
headquarters for developments, Some
of them expressing an opinion that a
joint conference would be called soon
to bring about a quick end to the
controversy.

Not the slightest indication came
from the operators as to their pro-
posed course beyond the statement is-
sued Thursday that they would sub-
mit to the demands of the men if “a
public mandate’” compelled them to
sign a long term contract based on the
old wage scale.

Prior to the meeting interest cen-
tered about Secretary of Labor Davis,
who came here last night and was in
touch with both sides. Mr. Davis
was uncommunicative and refused to

discuss reports that he had brought
a “mandate” from President Harding.

End Predicted Today.

Before leaving for New York to
attend a textile strike conference,
Secretary Davis repeated his Wash-
ington statement of yesterday that
there is nothing in the situation to
justify an increase in the prices of
anthracite coal this winter. Mr. Davis
was reported as saying there should
be a decrease in prices.

It is understood the proposition be-
fore the operators is whether to finally
recede from arbitration and agree to
a new contract, based on the old wage
scale, to run to next September or to
April, 1924, .

Prediction by United States Senator
Pepper that the anthracite mine sus-
pension will be gettled today and
general expressions of belief among
close observers of the situation that
before night resumption of the joint
peace negotiations between union
leaders and mine operators is likely
marked the beginning of the 155th
day of the struggle.

“*While the strike Is not settled in
8o far as the actual mining of coal is
concerned,” said Senator Pepper, “the
tendency appears to me to be favor-
able to an early adjustment.”

He had hopes, he continued, based
upon his contact yesterday with both
gides, that when the operators met

again today their unanimity of senti-

(Continued on Page 2, Column 5.)

(Continued on Page 2, Column 4.)

In junction Halied Strike
In 1894—Will History. Repeat?

BY DAVID LAWRENCE.

History repeats itself—the injune-
tion order obtained by Attorney Gen-
eral Daugherty from the federal court
in Chicago against the striking shop-
men follows almost exactly the pro-
cedure of Attorney General Olney in
President Cleveland's second admin-
istration, when the famous Pullman
strike of 1894 was virtually squelched
through the action of the courts
against Eugene Debs and his union
associates.

In the Pullman strike court order
was issued which enjgined the rall-
way employes from interfering with
the operation of trains, but many of
them hooted the reading of the order
and continued 'their acts of violence,
whereupon federal grand juries were
especially summoned and indictments
and arrests made. The strikers
capitulated to the courts after it was
evident that the federal government
would back up its marshals with all
the regular troops needed to enforce
the law. . R

The same situation exists today. If
the temporary injunction or & perma-
nent order should be viclated by any
of the men named in it, they can be
arrested for contempt er indicted.

_ Question of Exemption.
It 1s true that Samuel Gompers and
other labor leaders are claiming that

‘of life iIs feared. No particulars hav
been received. ) % .'

the Clayton anti-trust law gave them | =

immunity from prosecution, but the
Department of Justice does noit con-
sider that the Clayton law exempted
any individuals from conspiracy stat-
utes or the statutes which forbid in-

terference with interstate commerce.
The Clayton law exempted labor or-
ganizations, as such, from the opera-
tions of the Sherman anti-trust law.
It is the Sherman law under which
Mr. Daugherty has just obtained his
restraining order,- but the Attorney
General has been careful not to name
a labor organization as a whole or
any union, but simply Individuals
whose Influence or leadership may
possibly be the indirect means of
causing other individuals to interfere
with railroads, trains, or cause acts
of violence, There is no immunity to
the individual, even though the or-

‘manization as a whole may not be

held culpable.

The difference is going to mean lots
of hlir-lplltting argument in the
courts, but the Department of Justice
has been working on tly this
point for many weeks and feels pre-
pared to meet the issue. The effect, at
any rate, of the issuance of the in-
junction will be to Interfere seriously
with the smooth operation of the
strike, and, it is hoped by the govern-
ment will bring an end to the reigm
of terror which has been golng on In
80 many sections of the country.

Three excerpts from messages which
passed between the De ent of
Justice and [ts special attorneys in

_{ﬁ;w m;_zp._‘_‘.‘;:‘- m f’ -~
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Pepper and Reed to end the long|

ARMED GUARDS POSTED
OUTSIDE CLINE’S JAIL

Placed There “Because of Peculiar
'Conditions,” New Jersey
Sheriff Says.

HACKENSACK, N. I, SeptemBer 2.
—Armed guards were posted today
outside the county jail where George
Cline, glayer of John Bergen, movie
daredevil, and Charles Scullion, Cline’'s
brother-in-law, ' are imprisoned,
charged with murder.

“They were placed there because
of the unusual and peculiar conditions
surrounding the whole affair,” Sheriff
Kinzley said, swhen asked whether
the guards were posted for fear of
an escape or fear that an attempt Lo
release the men might be made.

That was all the sheriff would say.

DENIES ULTIMATUM
DELIVERED T0 GUBA

State Department Says Ru-
mors of intervention Also
Are False.

ANXIOUS FOR REFORMS

Acting Secretary Phillips. Says
U. S. More Interested, However,
in Friendly Relations.

Reports of popular excitement in Cuba
as an outgrowth of negotiations between
Maj. Gen. Crowder and the Zayas ad-
ministeation resulted today in a for-
mal anncuncement by Acting Secretary
Phillips of the State Department that
“Gen, Crowder has not delivered an
ultimatum to the Cuban government.'

It was indicated that department of-
ficials were much concerned over the
situation which has arisen since pub-
lication of assertions that the general,
who is in Cuba as the personal rep-
resentative of President Harding, had
served notice he would return to the
United States unless the legislative re-
form program, approved by this gov-
ernment, were enacted into law within
ten days.

In his announcement Secretary
Phillips also characterized as entirely
without foundation stories which have
been published in Cuba forecasting
armed intervention by the TUnited
States unless quick action were taken
to complete the suggested reforms.

While officials of the Washington
government generally are keenly in-
terested in the Cuban economie situa-
tion and make no efforts to conceal
their anxiety for the adoption of the
five-part program Gen. Crowder has
suggested for the reconstruction of
the Cuban government, they re
equally as anxious that friendly rela-
tions with the island authorities shall
continue. .

RANKIN CONCEDES DEFEAT

i T LY
Riddick Montana Republican Nom-
inee for Senator.

HELENA, Mont., September 2.—
Nomination of Carl W. Riddick of
Lewistown, member of the lower
house of Congress on thé republican
ticket for United States senator, was
conceded today by Wellington D.
Rankin, state attorney general. Last
totals available, from about three-

} fourths of ‘the 1,680 precincts, gave
L?Iil?ldol‘:k a lead of between 1,500 and

PROTESTS TO LEAGUE.

Germany Again Objects to French
Troops in Saar District.
BERLIN, September 2.—The Gérman
government has sent a note to the
league of nations, entering 'a fresh
protest against the presence of French

troops in the Saar district.

. Germany, In May, 1921, protested the
exercise of French military jurisdic-
tion In the Saar region. The presi-
dent of the Saar government commis-
sion replied that the French troops
were not a force of occupation, but
‘a ‘garrison placed at the disposal of
the commission & able it to fulflll
its duties under | 1’l.ulanee treaties.

ria McK. Adams of the
ofi ordnance, I?.? -.{Jetpsrt-
heen_..nngme o duty cn
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FRENCH PIN HOPES
ON DEBTS' PARLEY

Reply to Balfour Note Seeks
Again to Drag U. S.
" Into Conference.

WANTS DEBTS CANCELED

Declares Obligation to America
Was Purely Commercial
Transaction.

By the Associated Press.

PARIS, September 2.—A proposal
for a conference of all the interested
nations to settle the war debts ques-
tion is= embodied in the French reply
to the reecent circular note sent to
the entente powers by the Earl of
Bzlfour, as British acting secretary
for foreign affairs. The reply, signed
by Premier Poincare, was given out
last night.

Such a meeting, the French note
holds, would have the most salutary
effect on the reparations problem,; as,
urtil the question of interallied
debts is settled, there can be no solu-
tion of the former.

pay her war debts until she receives
the money from Germany.

Believes Cancellation Just.

The note reiterates the French view
that general canccliation of the war
debts is justifiable, and plainly in-
timates that the United States should
participate in any general agreement.

France concedes, however, that the
United States “entered the war with-
out her existence peing directly men-
aced, to defend with her honor the
principles upon which civilization is
based, while England, like Frs;ace,
fought to safeguard not only the in-
dependence of her territory, but the
property and the means of existence
of her people.”

Until such a conference is held,
France, it is declared, will be unable
to give definite indication to the
creditor powers as to the payment
of the debts she contracted during
the war.

Draws a Distinction.

The note draws a distinction be-
tween the debt to England and that
to the United States. After explain-
ing that part of the debt to America
was contracted after the armistice
through the purchase of surplus war
stocks, -and therefore was regarded
as a purely commercial transaction,
the premier continues:

“Without doubt, for the remainder
of the debt to America the same rea-
soning applieg as for the othern war
obli ions of France. But it cannot
be forgotten, nevertheless, that the
United States entered the war, with-
out her existence being directly men-
aced, to defend with her honor the
principles upon which civilization is
based, while England, like Frange,
fought to safeguard not only the in-
dependence of her territory, but the
property and the means of existence
of her people.”

Tied Up to Reparations.

The note declares that the repara-
tions ProEram can never be perma-
nently dispesed of until there is an
agreement on war debts, and, without
mentloning the United States specifi-
cally in this connection, plainly indi-
cates that the United States should
participate in such a general under-
standing. France was prevented from
Initiating such an agreement, it is
added, only by the publication of the
Balfour note. T

The war debts were not contracted
for the profit of separate nations, but
in the common cRuse of liberty, the
note continues, and from the point of
view of morality general cancellation
is quite jntlﬂe . On the other hand,
the German indemnity is placed in &
totally different category, since it was
imposed for destruction caused by
Germany, for the most part unwar-
ranted, and. France was forced to
make heavy advances for the recon-
struction of her devastated jons.
_Finally- it is declared lmmile for
France to discuss payment to those
countries she owes until she is paid
directly by Germany or through some
other means. T4
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NEW Yi ‘September 2.—A men
who T at the Penn-
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Furthermore, it |
is again pointed out, France cannot)

1,766,118 Put
To Death by
"+ Russian Cheka

By the Associated Preas,

LONDON, September 2.—A Riga dis-
patch to the Times says that, accord-
ing to offictal bolshevik figures, the
cheka executed 1,766,118 persons. be-
fore being renamed the supreme po-
litical administration last February.

The total includes 6,775 professors
and teachers, 8,800 doctors, 355,250
other Intellectuals, 1,248 priests, 54,6560
officers, 260,000 soldlers, 59,000 police-
men, 12,950 landowners, 192,350 work-
men and 815,100 peasants.

During the ciyil war the bolsheviki
have had more;’kllled than all Russia
during the great war.

MERGER OPPOSED;
FIGHT ON IN SENATE

Public Utilities 'Commission
Renews Objections to Rail-
way Combine Bill.

RECONSIDERATION ASKED

Senator Jomes Blocks Measure
From Going to House—Pass-
age Comes Unexpectedly.

The Public Utilities Commission to-
day renewed its opposition to the
street railway merger bill, which was
passed unexpectedly by the Senate
yYesterday afternoon.

At the same time recpnsideration of
the vote by which the bill providing
for the merger of street railway com-
panies in the District of Columbia
was passed by the Senate vesterday
was sought by Senator Jones of
Washington and a member of the
Senate District committee, todax.
Senator Jones took the floor immedi-
ately after the Semale convened this
morning and said that he was en-
gaged jin something else when the
merger hill was reached on the calen-
dar yvesterday and did not realize that
the bill was before the Senate until it
had passed.

Measure Blocked.

The hill had not gone to the House
and the effect of Senator Jones' mo-
tion this meorning was to keep the
measyre on the table and prevent it
from going to the lower body until
after the Senate has acted on his mo-
tion for reconsideration.

When asked for the views of the
commission on the bill just approved
by the Senate, Commissioner Rudolph
called attention to.a letter which En-
gineer Commissioner Keller, chairman
of the utilities bodard, wrote to Sen-
ator Ball several months ago. The
gist of the letter, which Mr. Rudolph
says still represents the feeling of the
commission, is contained in the fol-
lowing paragraphs:

Objections of Commission.

“The commission feels, as it has in
the past, that to permit the Washing-

ton Railway and Electric Company to |
absoib the Potomac Electric Power |

Company before merging with the
Capital Traction Company will re-
move from thegdwo railway companies
any Incentiv toward the larger
merger. Since the present financial
disadvantage alleged to be experi-
enced by the W. R. & E. would, by the
absorption of this subsidiary, be com-
pletely removed, and its position with
the bankers and the public would be-
come fully as strong as that of the
Capital Traction Company.”

The hill as passed by the Senalte
authorizes the W. R. & F. to consoli-
date with the electric light company
first and then gives that united cor-

poration authority to arrange a
merger with the Capital Traction
Company.

The utilities commission takes the

position that the W. R. & E. should not
be allowed to unite with the power com-
pany unless at the same time the Capi-

tal Traction Company is made a party |

to the merger.

It is understood to be the fear of |

the utilities commission that after the
W. R. & E. has merged with the pdfwer
company there will be no immediate
steps gtoward getting together with
the other street railway company. .

Opinion of Mr. Ham.

Willlam F. Ham, president of both
the W. R. & E, and the power com-
pany, in a statement today, took the
opposite view of the commission. He

contended that the two street railway
companies willi be able to agree on
merger terms much more readily after
his street railway line has taken over
the power company. He called atten-
tion to the fact that the W. R. & E,
already owned all of the stock of
the power company, but is required
to keep these two corporations as
geparate organizations. The consoli-
dation of the W. R. & E. with the
power company, he said, would greatly
gtrengthen the financial condition of
the railway company.

John H. Hanna, vice president and
general manager of the traction com-
pany, was not willing today to dis-
cuss in detail the effect of the Senate
bill. He did say, however, that since
it is illegal for the two street railway
companies to merge under existing
law, the Senate bill is a step in the
right direction, because it removes all
legal obstacles to & consolidation.

—_—
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A. S. M.
HUTCHINSON

Author of “This Free-
dom” and “If Winter
Comes,” has written a
short story for the Maga-
zine of :

Tomorrow’s Star

It is called “Some Talk of
Alexander”—a delightful
bit of fiction—a story you
cannot afford to miss.

In Tomorrow’s
. Star

Order Your Copy From
Newsdealer Today.

JYEAR RECORD
BROKEN BY 5.6
D. . DOWNPOUR

Homes and Sewers Flooded
and Many Car Lines
Tied Up.

RESIDENTS MAROONED
WHEN FLOOD BURSTS

Deluge Centers Over City and
Beats Down From Mid-
night to 8 A.M.

“'ash;nm_un was deluged this morn-
ing by the heaviest rainstorm record-
ed by the local weather bureau since
1878, Homes were inundated, street
car traffic halted, sewers flooded and
eleetric service between this city and
Virginia points paralyzed for hours
by the 5.16 inches of rain that pou=ed
from the skies between 1 o'clock and
9 o'clock.

By a strange freak of the eiaments,
the downpour was confined to what
might be considered the metropolitan
area of the District, with a few ex-
ceptions. Maryland, Virginia
Pennsylvania reported local
storms, but the rainfall was com-
paratively light, Baltimore register-
ing only a haif inch for the eight
hours,

and
eleciric

L]
lu.nuirneni of Car Lines.

The greatest amount of damage
and inconvenience was caused by a
| semi-paralysis of the city’'s street car
system: when the cable conduits were
flooded and several of the busiest
lines were halted for hours. Other
cars crawled along at snail-like pace
while crowds of citizens en route to
work sweltered in ill-ventilated cars.

The rain started with a rush and
did not let up until after 3 o'clock

this morning. It seemed to increase
in violence hourly until 4 o'elock,
when the peak was reached and the
downpour, slowly but surely, began
to abate, ASB a result city streets be-
| came veritable mill races as the
| waters backed up from the over-
taxed sewers and in some places ran
into the cellars of homes.

Families Are Marooned.

A score or more of families wera
marooned in their homes today when
the waters from this morning’'s rain
swept down on their community,
known as Taylor's subdivision, about
half a mile this side of the District
line, on Atlantic street, not far from
the end of the Congress Heights car
line.

Chickens were drowned, fences
broken down and the street in front
of the bungalows submerged when
, the flood engulfed the town early this
morning.

! AL a late
| waters had
street, hbut
the fences,

hour this afterncon the

receded from Atlantie
&till reached the top of
and in some cases the
front doorsteps of a dozen or more
of the houses. Throngs of curious
spectators paraded down the meain
thoronghfare of the village and
viewed the unusual spectacle.

The families did not suffer from
lack of water for food as there were
numerous men and children who vol-
urteered to wade through the walist-
deep stream to obtain buckets of
water from a hydrant and obtain food
at the neighborhood store.

A bridege spanning Oson Run was
for a while endangered by the swift
current which swelled almost to the
arches of the wocden struciure.

There are about ten houses facing
Atlantic street which suffered from
the flood. Double that number on
Yuma street were in the same predie-
ament. Most of the householders ap-
peared to be enjoving the =itvation
in spite of its serious aspect.

Considerable amusement was caused
when Harry Hawes went up to his At-
ilaml’v street residence, struggled
{ through chest-deep water to his
{ chicken house to rescue the fowls

therein. He found that five out of
twelve still were alive. In front of
the house 120 Atlantic street a large
Iiourimr car is stalled

Residents of the community ex-
{ plained that the subdivision has no
{sewer system, depending on a net
Iwork of ditches for drainzge. A few
! of the houses have basements and for
! that reason little damage was done
to the household goods which might
t have been stored therein. This is the
| second serious flood the town has ex-
| perienced, the first occurring about
two years ago.

Street car service on the Washing-
ton-Virginia line was completely
paralyzed as a result of two wash-
outs, one at Four Mile run and the
other at Falls Church. At 12 o'clock
officials of the company arnounce
they were running cars as far as the
washouts on both sides and that
busses were employed by the company
to carry passengers around, experts
declaring the tracks had been made
unsafe for heavy traffic. Crews were
put to work immediately and the
breaks were expected to be mended
by late this afternoon.

Hundreds of commuters from Vir-
ginia reached their othees hours late,
lor not at all. In the city proper, how=-
ever, conditions were little better.
Few government workers got to their
offices on tlme. The F and G sireet
lines of the Washington Ralilway and
Electric Ccmpany stoppd running at
the height of the rush hour, 7:45 o'clock,
when the water backed up to the
electric rail in the conduit. Service
was resumed under slow headway in
about twelve minules.

Mud Washed on Lines.

Freshets covered parts of the Chevy
Chase line with mud and caused a
complete tie-up for a while., Cars
were run cautiously after crews had
cleared away much of the debris. Th»
Capital Traction Compsany also hsa
difficulty on its l4th street line, cars re-
quiring forty-five minutes to make runs
that ordinarily could have been accom-
. plished in twenty minutes.

Actual damage resulting from tha
storm, however, was comparatively
small, when the unusually violent
nature of the downpour is considered,
A wall in the rear ol the real estate
office of C, Irving Wood, 1228 Wiscon-
sin avenue, caved in, two automobiles
were stalled on Branch road near
Rock Creek crossing when that
stream overran its barks and vehicu-
lar traffic over Morris road Dbeyond
Nichols avenue was stopped when
part of the thoroughfare was washed
away.

The base ball diamonds and tennis
courts mnear Tidal . Basin bathing
beach were made more suitable for
swimming than any other sport and
the reflection pool in front of Lincoln
Memorial was filled. Little or no
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